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(Comments on fhe fufure developmenf of |sotope geo!ogy in

We are 1mpressed by the openness of the dlscusswn of the
“.issue’jof : future - development: :* The- vitality : of: this" institute, - as
- evidenced by .the “enthusiastic: presentations . by: young' workers,"
";also moyed. us.. The strategy, for development must be, to: find the
most talented people, to choose good:.projects, :a\r_l_,d.;;_:t;o_;do‘t>he;n‘1__._,{
very well, Fifty mediocre results are not as important:as, one job
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well done. The most fundamental task is to design with, imagina-
tion'‘and - insight = sorie »'world-tlass: experimerts” in" whichs!, the
spécial Jotal “conditions''may be uniquely exploitéd. | ‘Politically one
must -balance the solution of local problems against the: €stablishtnent
oft'iorld-class’ laboratory! * Because :your:do! not*have ai~large
and ' ‘diverse avéd,' the soldtion : of - local* “problems ' should+ not
govern the selecion of projects.- Otherwise: one will be easily trap-
ped ina very ‘confined cage and ‘exhaust ‘'himself on irsignificant
problems."Such’ failures existed even: among ‘technologically very
advanced countries:” Instead, one should hire talented:young :people
and ‘1éf them compete in the. world arenaiso that they ‘can disting-
uish themselves and your country. Isotope geologists ‘should! not
limit theémsélves only in this field: They:need. to: ‘root:one of their; feet
iR géology, ‘chémisty,’ or physics.> In- th1s way a deepep underistand-
ing will come. The delegation of the. tark of..interpretation to
othef “expéfts™ is dangerous. 'As 'to: the'echoice :ibetween different
“ffiethods”, -we'think ‘that the seleétion: of world-¢las§ projects will
determine this. No methods should bé "a'u‘fc's'rﬁa‘tieauy“excladed
For example, thc relatwcly young age "of Taiwan' arca should not
prccludc the ‘dse” of Rb.Sr or' sm=Nd" the - tcchlques dinge the' Iattcr
can be used to date events at lcast mto the Ecocene pcnod and

rrrg

the fg;{ncr has been' apphed “the to rocks only 105 years old ‘snder
ojptzvhal géo"lo:ézcal zmd mmeralogzcal condztzons In short thc ‘need
of project will determine which method method’ to use, Thc dcsxgn

of world-class pro_1ect is,the: immediate, work o do. 27 2 057 L
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